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lower invertebrates, are erroneous and useless." We would allow 
this, but none the less, in our view, are the Lamellibranchs a 
lower, less specialized division of moilusks, than the Cephalophora 
and their gasteropod representatives. 

The memoir on the oyster is succeeded by a brief discussion on 
the acquisition and loss of a food-yolk in molluscan eggs. 

Thomas's Chinch Bug. 1 — In this Bulletin, Professor Thomas 
has given the leading known facts regarding the ravages of the 
chinch bug, in the western corn growing States, and has collected 
the different views of entomologists as to the best means of pre- 
vention. The author shows by a lengthy series of statistics, that 
corn is injured much more than wheat. Enough for practical 
purposes is stated regarding the form and habits of this destructive 
pest, and as a brief manual, showing the best means of preventing 
its attacks, the pamphlet is timely, and will prove most useful to 
western farmers. The edition of 2000 copies issued by the De- 
partment of the Interior, was at once exhausted, and a new and 
much larger edition has been ordered by Congress. This is an 
evidence of the demand throughout the country for accurate in- 
formation concerning this injurious insect, of the great need of 
careful, widely extended and comparative studies upon the other 
more destructive forms, and the wide diffusion of such knowledge 
among those most interested. 

The Geologigal Record. 2 — This valuable publication is again 
before us, and we bespeak for it the support of geologists and 
scientific men generally. Publications of this character are neces- 
sary for the student, and hence to the progress of science. They 
are not published for profit, and their editors are chiefly rewarded 
by a sense of their usefulness. While we congratulate the editor 
of the Geological Record on the general result of his work, we 
must encourage some of his collaborators to a little more care in 
some important details. Thus (p. 279) it is stated that among the 
"new" species of Mammalia described in the quarto report of 
Lieut. Wheeler, is " an undeterminable species of Protohippus !" 
Same page, bottom, it is stated that a paper " describes the gene- 
ric characters of Erisic lithe, adding specific descriptions," etc. " No 
age or locality given." The paper quoted states that the genus 
and one of the species are from the Niobrara Cretaceous of 
Kansas. Page 280, a list of species is given ending with Mono- 
clones crassus, which are said to be " new species founded on 
Dinosaurian teeth." The M. crassus was, as stated in the paper, 

1 Department of the Interior, United States Entomological Commission, Bulletin 
No. 5. The Chinch Bug: its history, character and habits, and the means of destroy- 
ing it or counteracting its injuries. By Cyrus Thomas, Ph.D., Washington, 1879. 
8vo, pp. 44, wilh a map. 

2 The Geological Record for 1877, with supplements for 1874-5. Edited by W. 
Whittaker, F.G.S. London, Taylor & Francis. 
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founded on a nearly complete skeleton. Under Hedronchus 
sternbergi, the recorder isolates the remark of the author that the 
typical specimen " has the appearance of the crown of a young 
tooth," thus conveying the impression that the author described 
it believing it to be such. This is really culpable carelessness. 
Page 281; Tichosteus lucasanus is said to have been founded on 
teeth ; its teeth are really unknown, Clepsydrops limbatus is said 
to be from the Dakota beds of Colorado ; it is described from the 
Texas Permian. Same page; "A (?) crocodilian tooth named 
Suchoprion cyphodon ;" the text of the paper quoted states in 
several places that several teeth represent this species. Page 
290, Diceratherium is called "the Eocene rhinoceros." The 
American species are Miocene. Page 291, "The beds this fossil 
(' Atlantosaurus') comes from are Jurassic and Cretaceous." No 
genus of reptiles is known to be common to the Jurassic and 
Cretaceous in America, least of all the one in question. 

The Midland Naturalist. 1 — Twenty-four monthly numbers of 
this valuable journal have been published for the years 1878-9. 
It represents the scientific activity of twenty-four scientific socie- 
ties or field-clubs of the Midland Counties of England. The con- 
tributions embrace some of the best known names in natural his- 
tory in England, as Allport, Cobbold, Gosse, Jeffreys, Whittaker, 
Woodward, &c. The discovery of specimens of animals previously 
unknown to England by members of the societies, and first pub- 
lished in this journal, is a matter of interest. Much that is of local 
interest and much new matter will be found in its pages, with a 
full synopsis of the proceedings of the various societies. 

Rocky Mountain Health Resorts 2 — This is a thorough 
work on the sanitary conditions presented by the high altitudes 
of Colorado and its vicinity, by an enthusiast in this study. 
Dr. Denison has been pursuing his studies in this direction, for 
several years. He is a practicing physician at Denver, Colorado. 
He has produced a real monograph on the subject which ought to 
prove of great service to our people visiting the Rocky Mountain 
region in search of health or rest. The book is well illustrated 
with maps, diagrams and tables, and the observations are syste- 
matically and clearly arranged. Consumption in all its aspects is 
treated in detail, as indeed all forms of pulmonary diseases. 

Proceedings of the Davenport Academy of Natural 
Sciences. — The second part of the second volume of this enter- 
prising society evinces the same energy and self-sacrifice which 

1 The Midland'Naturalist. The Journal of the Associated Natural History, Philo- 
sophical and Archaeological Societies and Field Clubs of the Midland Counties. 
Edited by E. W. Badger and W. J. Harrison, F.G.S. Birmingham, England. 

t Socky Mountain Health Resorts. An analytical study of high altitudes in relation 
to the arrest of chronic pulmonary diseases. By Charles Denison, M.D. pp. 192. 



